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RESEARCH:

In order to fulfil the aim of designing and creating
such a sculpture, it will be necessary to carry out
research in different parts of Saudi Arabia and to
purchase a variety of garments. During this time, I
would wish to consult with a number of specialist

in Saudi Arabian art, tradition and dresswear in
particular. The services of a translator would also
be very helpfull.

EXPENSES:

Expgnses for research whch will include the cost ,

of a number of visits (to Saudia Arabia), purchase

of dresswear, translatoré fees and other items, would
be covered approximately by 50,000 US Dollars.

The price of each sculptures varies from size to

size and amount af craft-work involved. However, I
estimate a average price in the range of

40-60,000 US Dollars. There will be extra costs

covering transportation and location of the finished
pieces.
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PLACEMENT :

The inspiration for the project came to me when I was
watching a Danish Television program covering the Saudia
Arabian foreign Ministry. I imagined the group of
sculptures as being placed around a number of fontains,

and i believe that the proud Islamic Character of the
building would provide the perfect "frame" for the proposed
Dress cavalcade. But my acquaintance with Saudi Arabian
architecture is limited, so I would wish to be open

to other possibilities for location.

MATERIALS:

The sculptures are made of copper and bronze that after
being engraved (by hand) and smoothed down, are
eventually polished. The technique involves a mixture
of " cere perdu" and electroplating which results in a
lifelong finish. Each sculpture weighs approximately
200-300 Kg. Several sculptures may eventually be

ornated with gold leaf in order to expose detail.

QUANTITIES:

The quantity can vary depending on the location and
on the emphasis required in detailing the traditional
Saudi Arabian/Islamic style of dresswear.
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PROJECT PROPOSAL

My Intended goal is to cast beauty, character and
variety of traditional Islamic dresswear, in the form

of kopper sculpture. I wish to plan a sort of clothing
cavalcade ranging from special ceremonial costumes to
more practical dress, including the regional styles of
Saudi Arabia. By clothing, I understand the complete
outfit, along with the various ornaments (embroideries) )
and range of actessories (belts, jewelry, weapons, etc.).
I intended devoting considerable attention to these
(finer) details, since they bear their own history which
I believe is an integral part og the entire concept.

By means of certain engraving techniques, it is possible
to achieve a very precise impression of the different
patterns. This may be seen, for example, on my sculpture
presented to Queen Margrethe of Denmark.

I do hope that my sculptures will provide the Arab
people with the opportunity to deeply appreciate the
characteristic dreeswear of their homeland, and thereby
to encourage the sculptural groups (of Arabia) to fully
realize the coomon Islamic heritage, pride and integrity
of the Arab people.

The major challenge with such sculptures is to allow
theese large, 2-300 kg. copper pieces, to radiate

their grandur and elegance, reflecting that traditional
Arabic dreeswear. In order to obtain this effect, T
propose that the sculpture are placed in sets, each
displaying a different activety: some walking, some
standing, some sitting, and others in different situations.
It is of great importance to create a feeling og "life"
and to allow the various activities to_radiate_forth

from the sculptures. Further more, to underline this

last point, the actual movement of the body, wind effects
etc., has to be visualized in the clothing. Indeed,

it is exactly this vitality and naturalness that is a
hallmark of my work.

The sculpture itself only consist of the clothining,
detached from its human contain, but with the impression
of the body remaining as an integral part. In this way,
the observer, aided by his own fantasy and imagination,
can fill out the empty space with his own impressions,
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LETTER OF PRESENTATION

I am a Danish sculptur who herby wishes to propose

.founding a sculptural group in Saudi Arabia.

As presented in the enclosed material, one of my major
themes is to construct copper sculptures based on panits
various styles of clothing. Habitually, I allow the
clothing to bask in its own radiance whilst devoid

of its original consitance, but with the imprints and
movements of the body as the decisive part of the
sculpture. Drapings, in particular, tend to fascinate
me. The mysterious folds that becomes the "soul" in
each and every article of clothing, are particularly
characteristic of the traditional Arabic style which
lends itself to some distinctively beautiful garments.
These garments, enriched by a variety gf seam work,
permit the material to fall into long, soft drapings
and so allow the "substance" to fully appear in its
own right.

For a sculptor as myself, one who works with drapings,
it would be a major challenge to conceive a number

of sculptures originating from the traditional Arabic
mode (of costume), and this is my justification for
wishing to found a sculptural group in Saudi Arabia

( see the enclosed project descriptioﬁ ).

As You may see in the enclosed photographs, I have
already completed two Arabic costumes in sculpture, but
they are, in fact, 1/3 size replicas of those intended.
T do hope that these models can convoy to you the
impression of how they would appear in full size.
Futhermore I have made an Arabic sculpture in full human
size ( 150 kilogramme cobber ).

The figure represents an Arabic man in the traditionel
Islamic prayerposition " Teshahud ".

Looking forward to your favourable reply, I remain.

Yours Sincerely

Jens Galschiet Christophersen
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