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Talking points

Our editors will be looking ahead today to these developing stories ...
Something for everyone on National Day

National Day will kick off with the flag-raising ceremony in Golden Bauhinia Square (left), Wan Chai,
at 8am, followed by an official reception. For protest groups, the holiday is an opportunity to vent
their opposition to government policies. Visiting Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot, creator of the
Pillar of Shame statue, will join a march for democracy in China. For punters, the highlight will be
the National Day Cup at Sha Tin Racecourse.

Mainlanders ready to shop =~ til they drop

For retailers, “golden week” 1is one of the busiest times of the year as mainland tourists take
advantage of the seven-day break to flock to the city for shopping and sightseeing. Police in
uniforms and plain clothes will step up patrols to fight quick-cash crimes, which include
pickpocketing, thefts, snatching and deception, often targeting mainland tourists.

Lamma ferry disaster remembered one year on

Hong Kong will remember the first anniversary of the Lamma ferry disaster. The nighttime collision
between Hongkong Electric Company s Lamma IV, filled with families on their way to see the National
Day fireworks, and the Hong Kong and Kowloon Ferry' s Sea Smooth (left) in waters off Lamma island
claimed 39 lives. People Power will mourn the victims at a ceremony at the Star Ferry in Tsim Sha
Tsui. In May the government said it was calling off this year’ s National Day festivities in the
harbour as a mark of respect for the victims.

Postage to cost more for first time in 10 years

Posting an old-fashioned letter will cost more starting today, with the cost for local mail under 30
grams rising 30 cents to HK$1.70, and that for air mail letters to places such as the mainland and
Singapore going up 50 cents to HK$2.90. It’ s the first such increase in 10 years and is necessary
due to ongoing losses, Hongkong Post said. “The postage rates in Hong Kong will remain relatively
low after the adjustments when compared with [rates] in other places,” it said.

‘Abenomics’ set to take another step forward

Japan' s prime minister, Shinzo Abe, is expected to go ahead with plans to raise the sales tax from 5
per cent to 8 per cent, provided the Bank of Japan’ s quarterly tankan index of business confidence
1s as good as expected. Legislation to raise the sales tax has long been in place, but not enacted.
The goal of the higher tax is to cut Japan' s primary budget deficit in half by 2015 and bring it
into surplus by 2020. It will be the first increase in the consumption tax since it was raised to 5
per cent in April 1997.

Napoli out to prove a point in Champions League
Arsene Wenger has warned his Arsenal stars that Napoli will be motivated to prove a point in the

Champions League today. Rafael Benitez and star striker Gonzalo Higuain both want to show their worth
to English audiences.
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TALKING POINTS

Our editors will be looking ahead today to these
developing stories ...

Ssomething for everyone on National Day

|' National Day will kick off with the flag-raising
| ceremony in Golden Bauhinia Square (left), Wan

| Chai, at 8am, followed by an official reception. For
protest groups, the holiday is an opportunity to
vent their opposition to government policies.
Visiting Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot, creator of
the Pillar of Shame statue, will join a march for
democracy in China. For punters, the highlight will
* be the National Day Cup at Sha Tin Racecourse.

Mainlanders ready to shop 'til they drop

For retailers, “golden week” is one of the busiest times of the year as
mainland tourists take advantage of the seven-day break to flock to
the city for shopping and sightseeing. Police in uniforms and plain
clothes will step up patrols to fight quick-cash crimes, which include

pickpocketing, thefts, snatching and deception, often targeting
mainland tourists.

Lamma ferry disaster remembered one year on

i' Hong Kong will remember the first anniversary of

| the Lamma ferry disaster. The nighitime collision
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the victims at a ceremony at the Star Ferry in Tsim

Sha Tsui. In May the government said it was calling

off this year's National Day festivities in the harbour

as amark of respect for the victims.

Postage to cost more for first time in10 years

Posting an old-fashioned letter will cost more starting today, with the
cost for local mail under 30 grams rising 30 cents to HK$1.70, and that
for air mail letters to places such as the mainland and Singapore
going up 50 cents to HK$2.90. It's the first such increase in 10 years
and is necessary due to ongoing losses, Hongkong Post said. “The
postage rates in Hong Kong will remain relatively low after the
adjustments when compared with [rates] in other places,” it said.

‘Abenomics’ set to take another step forward

Japan's prime minister, Shinzo Abe, is expected to
go ahead with plans to raise the sales tax from 5 per
cent to 8 per cent, provided the Bank of Japan's
quarterly tankan index of business confidence is as
P good as expected. Legislation to raise the sales tax
has long been in place, but not enacted. The goal of
the higher taxis to cut Japan’s primary budget
deficit in half by 2015 and bring it into surplus by
2020, It will be the first increase in the consumption
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Napoli out to prove a point in Champions League

Arsene Wenger has warned his Arsenal stars that Napoli will be
motivated to prove a point in the Champions League today. Rafael
Benitez and star striker Gonzalo Higuain both want to show their
worth to English audiences.
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